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For 12,000 years the Galactic Empire has ruled supreme. Now it is dying. But only Hari Sheldon,

creator of the revolutionary science of psychohistory, can see into the future, to a dark age of

ignorance, barbarism, and warfare that will last 30,000 years. To preserve knowledge and save

mankind, Seldon gathers the best minds in the Empire, both scientists and scholars, and brings

them to a bleak planet at the edge of the Galaxy to serve as a beacon of hope for a fututre

generations. He calls his sanctuary the Foundation.But soon the fledgling Foundation finds itself at

the mercy of corrupt warlords rising in the wake of the receding Empire. Mankind's last best hope is

faced with an agonizing choice: submit to the barbarians and be overrun or fight them and be

destroyed. Please note: The text of this book includes some passages that begin or end in

mid-sentence. This is intentional by the author.
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The Foundation trilogy (three first books) and the Foundation series (all seven) are often regarded

as the greatest set of Science Fiction literature ever produced. The Foundation series won the

one-time Hugo Award for "Best All-Time Series" in 1966. Isaac Asimov was among the world's best

authors, an accomplished scientist, and he was also a genius with an IQ above 170, and it shows in

the intelligently concocted but complex plots and narrative. There are already 331 reviews for this

Science Fiction novel, however, I still believe I have something unqiue to contribute which is stated

in my last paragraph.This book and the rest in the series take place far in the future (allegedly



50,000 years) at a time when people live throughout the Galaxy. A mathematician Hari Seldon has

developed a new branch of mathematics known as psychohistory. Using the law of mass action, it

can roughly predict the future on a large scale. Hari Seldon predicts the demise of the Galactic

Empire and creates a plan to save the knowledge of the human race in a huge encyclopedia and

also to shorten the barbaric period expected to follow the demise from 30,000 years to 1,000 years.

A select people are chosen to write the Encyclopedia and to unknowingly carry out the plan to

re-create the Galactic Empire. What unfolds in this book and in the books that follow is the future

history of the demise and re-emergence of a Galactic Empire, written as a series of adventures, in a

similar fashion to the Star Wars series.Even though this is arguably the greatest set of Science

Fiction novels ever written, I do not recommend it to those who are only mildly interested in Science

Fiction.

Asimov had an active and brilliant imagination - truly, a scientist writing fiction. This series is science

fiction on a grand scale. When you keep in mind that this story originated in 1951, it is easy to see

how much Star Trek, Star Wars and yes even Heinlein's & Clarke's later works borrowed from these

ideas.Anyway, Asimov at his best was a creator; he had amazing ideas of the universe, how it

worked, and how to structure stories that manipulated the readers expectations.The Foundation

series is like a spider web that continues to become more intricate and complex with each chapter.

The intricacy of the plotting is amazing, although honestly it's not self-evident in the first few stories

of the first novel, given that they were published independantly, as serialized short stories told one

at a time.Only with the second book did this change.The basic premise: The rise and fall of the

roman empire, told on a galactic scale from a historian living in the 2nd empire a thousand years

later.The setup: One man creates a science, called Psychohistory, a fictional precursor to Chaos

Math (a real statistical science today). This psychohistorian, Hari Seldon, predicted that the vast

Galactic Empire is about to crumble, dropping humanity back into the dark ages. This dark ages

was due to last 30,000 years (I believe), and while it is too late to prevent this horrible breakdown of

society, Seldon believes he can use this new math to shorten the time period between empires.To

do so, he establishes two "Foundations" made up of scientists, one at the outer edge of the galaxy,

and the other at "Star's End". In advance, Seldon plots out the future (using the math of

psychohistory), and sets in motion a series of "domino" events.
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